
 

 

 

 
 

SPECIAL MEETING OF THE COMMON COUNCIL 
MIDDLETOWN CONNECTICUT 

NOVEMBER 3, 2014 
 
 
 
The Special meeting Questions to Directors of the Common Council of the City of Middletown was held   
in the Council Chamber of the Municipal Building on Monday, November 3, 2014 at 6 p.m. 
 
Present 
Deputy Mayor Robert P. Santangelo and Council Members Thomas J. Serra, Hope Kasper, Carl R. 
Chisem, James B. Streeto, Sebastian N. Giuliano, Sandra Russo Driska, Deborah Kleckowski and David 
Bauer; Sergeant-at-arms Police Chief William McKenna; and  Common Council Clerk Marie O. Norwood. 
 
Absent 
Mayor Daniel T. Drew;   Council Members Mary A. Bartolotta, Gerald E. Daley and Grady L. Faulkner, Jr., 
and Corporation Counsel Daniel B. Ryan. 
 
Also Present  
Public Works Director William Russo, Finance Director Carl Erlacher, Acting Director of IT Eldon Bailey, 
Water and Sewer Director Guy Russo, Parking Director Geen Thazhampallath, City Attorney Brig Smith, 
Human Resources Director Kathy Morey, Chief of Police William McKenna, Acting Parks and Recreation 
Acting Director Deb Stanley, Tax Assessor Damon Braasch, Fire Chief Robert Kronenberger, Director of 
Communications Wayne Bartolotta, Planning, Conservation and Development Director Michiel Wackers, 
Director of Human Relations Faith Jackson Arts Coordinator Stephan Allison, City and Town Clerk Linda 
Bettencourt,  Emergency Management Director George Dunn, Russell Library Director Arthur Meyers, 
Youth Services Coordinator Justin Carbonella,  Joseph Samolis Administrative Aide to the Mayor and two 
members of the public. 
 
1. Mayor calls meeting to order at 6 p.m. 
 

(Pledge of Allegiance) 
 
 The Acting Chair leads the public in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

(Council Clerk Reads the Call of the Meeting and Mayor declares call a legal call and 
meeting a legal meeting.) 

 
2. Questions to Directors  Opens 
 

The Acting Chair recognizes Mayor Drew who wants to let the Council know that there may be 
regarding my appointment for Rec and Community Services Director.  He spoke with several 
members of the Council who asked me to produce an additional legal document for their review 
prior to the vote.  Because of that, I am going to ask the Council at the 7 p.m. meeting to 
postpone the confirmation hearing to a date certain; that being the December regular meeting.  
Given that, I'll ask for that vote tonight and  wanted to let you know, for your edification, so that 
you didn't ask questions this evening that would not necessarily be applicable later on.  
Councilwoman Kasper  asks what the document he is going to produce is.  Mayor Drew responds 
he was asked  for a MOU codifying some of the questions  that some Council members  have 
presented to me, so I am going to explore that possibility.    
 
 
Noted for the Record 
Council Members Serra and Chisem take their seats in the Chamber. 
 
Councilwoman Kasper asks if  the process was done prior to the MOU,  what is the legal standing 
on that.  Mayor Drew responds, General Counsel can answer that, but his short answer is that it 
is not a necessity, but because several people have asked for it, we don't have any objection to 
producing it if that is something that we can negotiate.  Councilman Giuliano states your Honor,  
you can bring this appointment forward at any time; we don't have Corporation Counsel here to 
answer a parliamentary question; since it is your appointment, simply remove it from the agenda 
and have it come forward when you are ready for it rather than postponing to date certain.  Mayor 
Drew replies they had that conversation and maybe the Council Clerk can shed light on it 
because of her experience, but based on an earlier conversation with the Corporation Counsel, 
we believe this to be the cleanest way and between now and 7 I will be happy to look into that 
further.  Councilman Giuliano states if you are confident that this will go forward at the December 
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meeting, then no harm, no foul.  Mayor Drew responds assuming that it is within Parliamentary 
Procedure he is not opposed to doing that, but he wants to look into more to make sure that 
works. Councilwoman Russo Driska states Mayor, if you were able to obtain the MOU, do you 
see it having to come back here.  Mayor Drew responds no.  Councilwoman Driska asks if he 
could explain why.  Mayor Drew responds because  it would simply be outlining what everyone 
thought would be the case.  In fact, as the General Counsel will explain, we don't even believe 
this MOU  is required because we believe the circumstances that  we are dealing with are in fact 
legal and consistent with MERA and our bargaining agreements.  Because the clarification has 
been requested, we don't see a problem in doing this.    
 
Councilwoman Kasper asks General Counsel if this MOU is signed and agreed to  put the new 
job into the contract which gives the Mayor the right to appoint  and the Council to confirm, but 
the process has taken place without  the MOU, so would the process take place again and the 
legality of the appointment after the MOU should be agreed to. Attorney Smith responds you don't 
have to repeat the process; the MOU could just ratify what the understanding was from the Union 
and Administration at the time.  It will be set forth that  this is our understanding and will supplant 
the CBA.   Councilwoman Kasper states should that all occur and the members who were 
overlooked and didn't have that opportunity, what do you think their chances are if they proceed 
to court.  Attorney Smith responds he doesn't see a court case here nor does he see one in front 
of the SBMA.  Councilman Streeto asks the MOU is between the city and the Union; Attorney 
Smith states correct.  Councilman Streeto states and any court case would be brought by the 
union.  Attorney Smith replies as far as he can  see down the road, that is correct.  Councilman 
Streeto functionally wouldn't they have an enormous waiver problem if this somehow found itself 
in court.  Attorney Smith responds they would and that is why I responded as I did.  Councilman 
Streeto states there is no way this can generate a court case because  both parties are signing 
off on an agreement.  Attorney Smith responds that is correct.   
 
Councilman Giuliano asks on agenda item 11A on the Councilmanic committee for reviewing the 
merger and that is the heading and I am trying to figure out how this resolution in front of us does 
anything.  It appears to say we are going to do what the Council wanted done when the Council 
passed the original resolution about a year ago and he doesn't know how it implements anything.  
Attorney Smith replies he did not prepare the resolution but  he can read it just as well as you can 
and as I read it, I am looking at the authorizing resolution of 2013, and as I recall it, the idea was 
to do our due diligence to see, in fact, that in 18 months we are doing a good job. That language 
is reflected in the authorizing resolution in 2013 and in any event no later than today. As I read 11 
A, it says we will form the committee and they will report and look at it for six months and send 
the report  to the Council for further action. I view that as saying we will study that and report to 
the Council and if there is  further action needed then, I guess, we talk about it at that time.   
Councilman Giuliano states I would think at least we would populate the committee and put it in 
place then we would have done something.   This sounds like we are just doing something we 
said we would do last year.  It doesn't put anything in motion as I read it.  Attorney Smith 
responds as he sees the resolution, it is putting something in motion.  You five will kick my tires 
pretty good over the next six months and create a report to the rest of my bosses.    Councilman 
Giuliano responds I don't know who the five of us are.   Attorney Smith reads the five names.  
Councilman Giuliano doesn't see it on Granicus.  Attorney Smith states his hard copy states and 
he reads the names of the committee.  Councilman Giuliano states if that is done because. . . and 
I am looking at our backup on Granicus and it is not there.  He states the Council Clerk will get 
me that hard copy.  Thank you very much. Councilwoman Kasper states on the committee, I am 
sure if there is a negative report that we can move forward with another study on the matter; 
Attorney Smith responds the Council can do what the Council wants to do.  It is your purview to 
create committees, review and study.   

 
3. Questions to Directors Closes. 
 
4. Meeting adjourned. 
 

The Acting Chair adjourns the meeting at 6:14 p.m. 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
MARIE O. NORWOOD 
COMMON COUNCIL CLERK 
 
 

 


